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CELEBRATING DIVERSITY IN
THE PERFORMING ARTS:

ILLMORE SLAM

We coul dnét have been happi
performance of the Willmore Season of Live Arts and
Music! With the buzz of the Formula 1 cars in the
background, the talented young musicians of the
Jazz Angels, with the enthusiastic singers and
dancers from the California Academy of Math and
Science (CAMS), entertained neighbors and friends
at the newly revitalized Amphitheater at Cesar
Chavez Park.

Someone had mentioned Renaissance High School
For the Arts, and wondered why we had not ap-
proached them to perform. Our choice was deliber-
at e. Barry Corbettds Jazz
not just high school students, who aspire to be pro-
fessional musicians. The organization provides

MAY MEETING

Date: Tuesday, May 17

Time: 7:00 p.m. A 9:00 p.m.

Place: Drake Park
Join us as we welcome one of our great sup-
porters, the Port of Long Beach. The Port is
proud to be a partner in the community, con-
tinually reaching out to ensure that residents
can learn more about Port operations, the com-
plexities of maritime goods movement and how
the Port is improving the environment and
helping the community thrive.

them with mentoring by experienced musicians, so
that they can learn the business of music, not just
their instrument. Supporting these talented young
adults is important for us to do. The CAMS kids
were chosen, first, to afford them a rare opportunity

to perform on a stage with live musicians, but sec-
6n ly, ¥ekalis? of th eempHagfsaoHr%iPs'iu&iés.

Managed by LBUSD, The California Academy of
Mathematics and Science is a public magnet high
school on the campus of Cal State Dominguez
Hills, focusing on science and mathematics. Its
California API scores are fourth  -highest in the state.
Therefore, you know how rigorous these students
schedules must be. Despite that, in this wonderful
program run by Juliette King, the young people
choose to take on song and dance, learning and re-
hearsing enough to perform. The students are a
diverse group, and the music, dance, and son%srﬁ
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The young musicians of the Jazz Angel s
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traditional Indian and Samoan, to swing, to pop, to
interpretive modern. Combining young people, the
majority of whose paths would not normally cross,
and exposing them to new experiences, is part of
the mission of the Willmore Season of Live Arts and
Music program. The program of Jazz Angels with
CAMS dancers did just that. Along with workforce
development programs, expanding the knowledge

California Academy of Math and Science Dance Team

and experiences of our children will open new doors
for them.

With the current emphasis on STEAM fi adding
artto STEM programs - the choice of blending Jazz
Angels and CAMS seemed obvious. The elimination
of the Arts from schools has long been a hotly de-
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