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Date:  Tuesday June 16  

Time:   7:00 p.m.   

Place:  Aquarium of the Pacific  
 
Itõs a special meeting this month as we visit the 

SAVOR Watershed Classroom.  This new building is 
LEED® Platinum certified ñthe highest nationally 

accepted benchmark for green design, construction, 
and operations. In addition to being a fully func-
tioning carbon -neutral classroom, this building 
serves as an example of alternative energy use, sus-
tainable design, and water conservation and reuse  

There is also the opportunity to do a special 
òbehind the scenesó tour of the Aquarium for $19 at 
6:00 .You go above the largest exhibit, Tropical Reef, 
to feed the fish! This tour provides a sneak peek in-
to the daily operations of the Aquarium of the Pacif-
ic.  See what it takes to maintain a world class 
aquarium, from water filtration to animal care and 
feeding. Learn interesting facts about the Aquarium 
of the Pacificõs 11,000 animals.    

Please RSVP to Jenny Sersion:  
Jenny@willmorecity.org by  June 9  

  By Kathleen Irvine  
    Music, marching, a little mayhem, and rain-

bowsñreally, what more could you ask for on a 

lovely Spring morning?!   

  This was the third year that Willmore City Heritage 

Association marched with our Councilmember in 
the Gay Pride parade. We are happy to report that 

each year more friends and neighbors join us in cel-

ebrat ing our  diverse popu lat ion. WCHA also volun-

teered at the Festival, selling drink tickets and 

working the front entry gate. That being said, I must 
get a little philosophical.  

  Far beyond the obvious, the Gay Pride Festival and 

Parade unite us all, irrelevant of race, culture, creed 

or social standing. It is the best of us on display ñ

our willingness to let go of being òadultó and renew 

a childish spirit of fun, the joy of being in the mo-
ment, and the warmth of acceptance of each other 

as worthy, without judgement (although there may 

be a little envy of those who manage to walk the pa-

rade route in 6ó heels without collapsing) or de-

mands. This year we saw many more families with 
children along the parade route. Inside the Festival 

gates, the view from the ticket sales booth was near-

ly G rated.  

  Although we have many different festivals in Long 

Beach that deal with our many varied and wonder-

ful cultures, musical tastes, art stylings and physi-
cal activities, I believe that Gay Pride has become 

who Long Beach is. This may be a controversial 

thought for some.  But, think about it. Our societyõs 

current emphasis is focusing on racial equality, car-

ing for the environment, no bullying, compassion for 
animals and hearing our childrenõs voices. Our chil-

dren (and many adults) are being taught that we are 

   

  WCHA is proud that the Green Prize Festival was 

the inaugural event for their project, the newly ex-

panded and improved Amphitheater at Cesar 

Chavez Park.  And what a grand festival it was!  
Thousands of people enjoyed learning about various 

ògreenó topics, listening to an amazing variety of 

music, shopping, eating and drinking great beer.  

Despite the rain ðor perhaps because of it! - the 

crowd stayed until the last note was played.  
  Thanks to organizer and Green Guru, Stella Ursua 
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all humans together ñthat our physical selves are 

only one aspect of who and what we are. This Festi-

val does so with a spirit of fun and celebration. So 
much of our lives deals with the sad and the serious 

aspects of our society, especially in an urban envi-

ronment. So I say, let down your hair Long Beach! 

Throw on some clothing and accoutrements that 

you would never think of wearing on another day, 

and enjoy the company of your fellow humans, in 
whatever way that is for you!. And weõll look forward 

to seeing you next May, at the Gay Pride Festival 

and Parade 2016!  
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